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Government policies, decisions 

and actions are having a greater 

and more direct influence on your 

business, our industry and all 

businesses than ever before



Next ~30 Minutes of Your Life

ÅMaking sense of political environment we will 
face for 2 to 4, maybe more years

ÅGreen Industry Issues

ſGreen Infrastructure

ſMixed Bag:  Farm bill and pest issues; Q-37; 
invasive plants; health careé

ſImmigration Reform and AgJOBS



November 08: Political Seismic Shift

ÅBarack Obama elected in most decisive election 
since 1988

ÅObama won ~ 53% of the vote

ÅStrength among minority voters, young voters, 
women, educated and first time voters

ÅCut into Republican strength among white 
males, wealthy, suburban voters

ÅRealignment or one-time phenomenon?



Parsing the VoteñRace, Gender

ÅWhitesðMcCain 55% to Obama 43%

ÅBlacksðObama 95% to McCain 4%

ÅHispanicsðObama 67% to McCain 31%

ÅIn 1976, one in 10 voters was non-white

ÅIn 2008, one in 4 voters was non-white

ÅObama won womenôs vote 56% to 43%

ÅObama won among men 49% to 48%, narrowed 
the ñwhite male gapò 



Parsing the Vote--Age

ÅOnly age bracket McCain won was older 
voters 65+ (McCain 53%, Obama 45%

ÅObama won younger voters (18-29)         
66% to 32%

ÅBut consider this:
ſIf no one under age 30 had voted, Obama 

would have prevailed in every state he 
won except Indiana and North Carolina!



New Voters

ÅOne in 10 voting in 2008 were new voters

ÅNew voters went to Obama 69% to 30%

ÅTwo-thirds of new voters were under 30

ÅOne in five was black

Å18% were Hispanic



Education and Income

ÅMcCain narrowly won among college-
educated whites (51% to 47%) but Obama 
gained over Kerry showing in 2004

ÅObama won among college-educated non-
whites by wide margin (75%-22%)

ÅObama gained 17 points over Kerry/2004 
among households with incomes > 
$200,000



Suburban Stereotypes Squashed

2008 TOTAL OBAMA MCCAIN

URBAN 30% 63% 35%

SUBURBS 49% 50% 48%

RURAL 21% 45% 53%



By the issuesé

Most Important Issue Total Obama McCain

Economy 63 53 44

Iraq 10 59 39

Terrorism 9 13 86

Health Care 6 73 26

Energy 7 50 46





Election Reflections -Congress

ÅDemocrats - wider margins of control

ÅSenate

ſLooking like 60 Democrats, 40 Republicans

ÅHouse

ſDemocrats ï257 (vs. 233 in 110th)

ſRepublicans ï178 (vs. 202 in 110th)

ÅNancy, Harry, and the Blue Dogs/moderates

ÅRealignment, oré?



Clouds for GOP

ÅHispanic problemðgains of last two elections 
eroded

ÅNew voter problemðpatterns settle?

ÅEducation deficit ðeducated white voters 
steadily moving toward Democrats

ÅIntra -party struggle (ñmust regain conservative 
bearingsò vs. ñbigger tentò) may determine 
whether party drifts more toward southern, 
rural, less educatedé

ÅThat said, will Democrats overreach?!



And, Immigrationé

}Mostly failed as a wedge issue

}20 of 22 races that pitted immigration 
extremist/ restrictionist incumbent or 
challenger against a reformer were won by 
reformer

}May actually help Dôs in some places

}Will politicians ñget it?ò



Green 

Infrastructure



The Opportunity

ÅCould successful transition from ñaestheticò to 
ñenvironmentally essentialò horticulture fuel 
next wave of industry growth?

ÅANLA goalðseat at table for green industry in:

ſStimulus, transportation infrastructure

ſEnergy efficiency

ſCarbon capture/environmental remediation

ÅéWhile avoiding ñmistakesò of the pasté



Other Key Issues

ÅFarm bill/protect, wisely spend plant pest funds

ÅMaintain Q -37 integrity

ÅOther quarantine challenges

ÅHealth care, other small business issues



AgJOBS/ Immigration Reform



The Hands that Feed Usé

Å1.6 million farmworkers , ~75% unauthorized

ÅOverall labor need is stable

ÅEach year, 1 in 6 new to the sector; 99% of new 
entrants unauthorized

ÅOnly 2 - 4% of farm jobs filled by H -2A program 
guest workers due to program cost, bureaucracy



Enforcement Remains Clear and Present Threat



AgJOBS

ÅAgricultural Job Opportunity, Benefits, and 
Security Act (S.1038, H.R.2414)

ÅTwo-part solution to the crisis:

ſFuture solution = sweeping overhaul of H -2A

ſNear-term bridge = qualifying workers can earn 
legal status subject to strict conditions



The AgJOBSJourney In Brief
Å1990ôs:  guest worker reform failed in a 

Republican-controlled Congress.  (ñOur 
homeboys canôt give us the solution we needò)

Å2000:  employer, worker advocate talks began

Å2001:  a bit of a setback

Å2003:  deal reached, support built

Å2004:  Bush/Rove held us hostage

Å2006:  passed in Senate as part of S.2611

Å2007:  incorporated in big bill that collapsed



Maybe This Timeé?



Status, Outlook

ÅAgJOBSwas reintroduced last week 

ſFeinstein (plus Boxer, ~16 others)

ſBerman/Putnam, (+ Thompson, Farr, Cardoza, 
Costa, Radanovich, Nunes, others)

ÅA comprehensive debate looking more likely

ÅAgJOBScan move with broader bill, or part of a 
narrower incremental approach

ÅDangerous environment; time is of the essence



Taxes

ÅEnd of Bush tax cuts

ÅReturn of estate taxes

ÅAccelerated depreciation

ÅExpect more tax increases 

ÅExpect more targeted tax credits



Infrastructure & Logistics

ÅElectronic logs for drivers

ÅEventual mileage driven taxes/fees

ÅControlled traffic zones and fees are coming



Labor Laws

ÅCard check bill

ÅImmigration -H2A and AgWorker bill

ÅOvertime rules



Health Care

ÅRequire health insurance from private/public 
source

ÅWill probably tax health care benefits

ÅMore public playing ñGodò on health treatments



Energy

ÅCap and Trade carbon offsets to deal with 
ñgreenhouseò gasses, global ñwarmingò or climate 
change
ÅAlternative fuels
ſNatural gas
ſWind
ſSolar
ſBiofuels-corn, soybeans, sugarcane
ſCellulosic fuels-switchgrass, poplars, algae
ſNuclear
ſWave energy 
ſ???
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Oil Discovery v. Production 
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Oil Production v. Demand
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Can corn save us?
ÅIn 2004, 1.26 billion bushels of 

corn (11% of U.S. production) 

produced 3.41 billion gallons of 

ethanol

ÅRegionally confined

ÅCommitment of 100% of U.S. corn 

production would displace only 

15% of U.S. petroleum 

consumption

ÅCurrent (and projected) priorities:  

human food, animal feed, export 

markets, and energy crop



Federal Initiatives
2012: Make cellulosic ethanol 

practical and competitive

2025: Replace 75% of all Middle 

Eastern oil imports

2030: Replace 30% of current U.S. 

petroleum consumption with biofuels

Can we produce the required 

1 billion tons of biomass needed to 

produce 60 billion gallons of ethanol 

a year?


